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The Swara Sonora Trio consists of pianist Aryo Wicaksono, soprano Kathryn Mueller
and baritone Nathan Krueger. All three attended graduate school at the UA.

Before their goodwill musical tour in Indonesia,
Swara Sonora Trio to give Tucsonans a preview

By Cathalena E. Burch
ARIZONA DAILY STAR
@ hey planned for more thana
year, practiced for about aslong
and put together a great advern-

ture that will take them across the globe.

In 11 days, the Tucson-based Swara
Sonora Trio will board a plane and fly
across the world to make good ona
dream: to perform the Indonesian pre-
miere of a spectacular piece of music
they commissioned to promote peace
and understanding.

“] think it will be really exciting. And
I'm really excited about interacting with
people over there. That's what the peace
tour is all about” soprano Kathryn
Mueller said in a sentiment echoed by
her trio partners — pianist Aryo Wicak-
sono and baritone Nathan Krueger.

In a three -week tour, they will per-
form concerts of music that crosses cul-
tural and geographic borders — works
by everyone from Leonard Bernstein to

Giuseppe Verdi. Centuries-old classical
operatic arias are programmed along-
side contemporary works written for the
trio’s rare musical makeup — pianist,
soprano and baritone.

Swara Sonora will perform a preview of
that concert Sunday as part of the St. An-
drew’s Bach Society summer series. It
will bethe last public performance before
they leave for Indonesia on July 28.

Tn addition to the concerts, they will
teach master classes, taking what they
learned during their time at the Univer -
sity of Arizona, where the triomet while
in graduate school five years ago, and
from teaching with the Tucson Unified
School District’s Opening Minds
Through the Arts program.

In all, they will visit four Indonesian
cities ontheisland of Java, including
Jakarta and Wicaksono’s hometown of
Surabaya. The trip marks only the sec-
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ond time Wicaksono, 26, hasre-
turned to Indonesia since he left
11 years ago. And it will be the
first time he has ever performed
for an audience at home.

“My hope is that they will be
open and embrace the different
music and teaching,” Wicaksono
said. “I hope people are going to
be fun and happy and hopefully
receptive. I've spent some time
on Facebook getting connected
with who's who in music in In-
donesia”

The ideato performinIn-
donesia came to him after his
last trip home a couple years ago,
when he met Indonesian com-
poser Ananda Sukarlan. Wicak-
sono returned to Tucson with
the idea of commissioning
Sukarlan to write for his trio.

The result was “Love & Vari-
ations,” an eight-song cycle

IF YOU GO

What: Swara Sonora Trio “Love &
Peace: AWorld of Music.” ;
Who: Pianist Aryo Wicaksono, so- -
prano Kathryn Mueller and bari-
tone NathanKrueger. . v
Presented by St. Andrew's Bach

Society.
When: 3 p.m. Sunday.
Where: Grace St. Paul's Episcopal

door.

. ing this music to anew audi-
ence,’ said Krueger, 34.

Added 31-year-old Mueller: “I
think the concerts will be very
exciting. Western art music is

Church, 2331E. AdamsSt,
Tickets: $10; $5 for students at the

Details: 323-2771. o

- Program: Includes Bach's "Virga
Jesse floruit” from“Magnificat*in
D major; Thomason's “Collected

~ Poems'; arias from operas includ-
ing Verdi's "Dehnon parlareal ,
misero” from ‘Rigoletto’and ~ lan's"Love &\Variations."

not really big over there!”

The trio raised about
$15,000 in donations and
pledges to cover their travel ex-
penses, Wicaksono said. They

using poems from around the
world. The trio performed the
world premiere last Aprilin
Tucson and decided they
wanted to perform it in In-
donesia with Sukarlanin the
audience.

The trio, whose underlying
mission is to reach across cul-
tures for understanding musi-
cally and socially, decided their
Indonesian trip needed more
purpose than just music. So they
teamed up with the country’s
UNICEF to turn their concerts
into fundraising events for the
children’s charity.

“The purpose is to promote
peace and collaboration,;
Wicaksono said, which applies
to their musical mission and
their humanitarian one. “We
are trying to help them improve
the level of health. Hopefully,
we can chip in, bit by bit. We're
sharing the music and at the
same time helping out’

“I'm very excited to be bring-

Donizetti's "Quanto amore!” from
“[elisir d'amore”; amedley ofIn-
donesian folk songs; Broadway

- tunesincluding Stephen Sond-
heim's “Not a Day Goes By" from
“Merrily We Roll Along”and-

* Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham-
merstein’s “If:| Loved You" from

. “Carousel’"; and Ananda Sukar-

Sr

also have raised about $2,000
for UNICEF.

Contact reporter Cathalena E. Burch at
church@azstarnet.com or 573-4642.



